How Junior High School Students

Improve their Speaking and Writing
Skills 1n English through
Focus-on-Form Instruction

MEGUMI MATSUI



Traditional grammar teaching

Traditional practice in grammar (Lee & VanPatten, 2003; Izumi, 2009)

explicit form instruction form-based practice

l l

mput mtake developing system output

“because 1t focuses on output, traditional grammar instruction engages those processes

involved accessing a developing system rather than those involved forming their
system” (Lee & VanPatten, 2003, p. 133)



Focus-on-Form Instruction (FFI)

Lee & VanPatten'’s model of second language acquisition (2003)

mput-based instruction output-based instruction

l l

mput  — intake — developing system — output

FFI “entails a focus on meaning with attention to form arising out
of the communicative activity.” (Ellis, 2006)



Planned and incidental FFl

FFI is divided into two types.

(1) Planned - “‘a focused task 1s required to elicit occasions for using
predetermined grammatical structure”

(2) Incidental — “attention to form 1n the context of a communicative
activity 1s not predetermined but rather occurs in accordance with
the participants linguistic needs as the activity proceeds”

(Ellis, 2006)



Planned FFI : Steps

1. Input
Step 1: focusing on meaning
Step 2: focusing on form
2. Noticing (connecting form and meaning)
Step 3: grammar point
3. Output
Step 4: communicative activities




Step 1: focusing on meaning

<Step 1> FENFEIREZHT, RICFEDHLS ! HAETEVWTHOK ! 1«

«

(1) Mike- :
.
(2) Kate« -
.
(3) Kaito ;
.




(1) Mike




(2) Kate







Step2: focusing on form

<Step 2> HLI—ERFEBZEVT. HTUIFBEICOZDIFLS !
(1) This is my car, but it's very old.

So, I (@ want to) a new car.

I (want/ @ buy a red sports car.
(2) It's time for cooking dinner.

My children love curry and rice.
So, I want (cook / beef curry for dinner tonight.

(3) I practice soccer every day.

I'm a good soccer _player.
So, I want ( be a professional soccer player in the future.
What do you (wan in the future?



Step 3: Noticing (grammar point)

<Step 3> Grammar Point!

@ I want to buy a red sports car.
(BIK : REFORR—YH—FBL LT, )
* want to 0T ( HERAD R ) ZANBIET,
( ~Liy ) EVDRBRICIRD,

@ What do you want to be in the future?
— I want to be a professional soccer player.
(BIK : gEMIBYE-NTTN? — TOOHYI—REAYENTT, )
* be Zwant toDEAICELET.
( ~I2BY VT ) EVDEIKICTRD,




Step 4: Output

(1) have for breakfast«

@ rice and miso soup|

@ toast and coffee~
-

@ cereal and orange
Jjuices

My guess<

o Y -’ ®/

- 0 2ol

(2) be in the future«

@ a doctor+ @ asinger< @ a chefe My guess+
o e v

. < A8 4

c B .\)i LSS

(3) (where) / visit «

My guesse

(4) do on Sunday~

@ take a nap+~

(:"-)

&

@ go shopping~

i

@ play video games+~

(<o

My guess+

<Model Dialog>

A&B: Hi, 0. How are you?

I'm (good / great / sleepy / not bad). And you?
A: What do you want to have for breakfast?
B: I want to have toast and coffee for breakfast.
A: Toast and coffee? (I See./ Really? / Nice!).
*Change your role.
A: Nice talking with you.
B:You, too.




Step 4: Output

<Step 5> Let's write!
Write about your classmates! () Megumi wants to be a chef in the future.




Incidental FFI: My Last Year’s Trip

<Step 1> Read Megumi’s essay. Then answer the questions.

<Megumi’s essay>

I went to Hokkaido last August. I went there with my friend. We visited our
friend in Sapporo. We went to Sapporo, Otaru and Furano. But we didn't go
to Hakodate. In Hokkaido, I ate Jingisukan and ice cream. They were
delicious. In Furano, I visited the "Blue Pond.” It was very beautiful. I really
enjoyed my trip. I want to go to Hokkaido again!




My Last Year’s Trip

Q1. Where did Megumi go?

She went to Hokkaido.

Q2. Who did she go there with?
She went there with her friend.
Q3. What did she eat there?

She ate jingisukan and ice cream.
Q4. Did she go to Hakodate?

No, she didn’t.

Q5. Did she enjoy the trip?




<Step 2> Think about your last year’s trip.

[Where? (Ec0) ]

_ [with who? (Ene) |

What? (LE2E22)
>




<step 3> Answer the questions

Q1. Where did you go?
Q2. Who did you go there with?
Q3. What did you do there? (Write two things.)

Q4. Did you enjoy the trip?



<Step 4> Talk with your classmates!

<Model Dialog>
A&B: Hi, OO. How are you?

A: With your family? | see.
What did you there?

B: Well, ... | ate chicken rice and visited
Singapore zoo.

A: Wow, (sounds fun!/ That’s great!)
Did you enjoy the trip?

B: Yes, | did. How about you? Where did
you go? *change your role

I’'m (good/ great/ fine), thank you.
And you?

A: Let’s talk about last year’s trip!

B: OK!

A: Where did you go?

B: | went to Singapore.

A: Oh, you went to Singapore.
(That’s nice! / Great!)
Who did you go with?

B: | went there with my family.

A: Nice talking with you.
B: You, too.



<Step 4> Fun essay writing

1. First draft

2. Peer editing

3. Second draft

4. Corrective feedback

5. Final version



[Comments & Questions] . (Comments & Questions])

Peer editing sl

(I nﬂ”’ r}-r ‘a ,,r L _f

FEr3emed,r T btiverz

ias - g 5 f;? 41\ /\ v
<Fun Essay Writing: Peer Editing> 7%9 .7 1 B, e
o R R IS TR AT
(Comments & Questions]) . 5 7%\ Lol 2. 041
- i gl i . ( \ AL 2 o 3 e
0 D=3 —-PERHBUT, X TEH:AH#%2T 5. o [ ate {unch with my '}onu!y and ! ¢
P E S <6 110) AN I more (TF#R%3ILT. more ¢&E<) mycousin, At Y T bulat oy e
y iy 20 = >
’ N = . [T L i
f&eomssn i 2 (THRESINT ? L&) ng{(_ - b\ﬁt:Té’) 17, Vi (2 L Q3RAA T
» o ! jEBorFERR - r (FHRESIVWTw2E) R TIPSR PR
. N o X . B on Ah A
r BRI EES Clwent to swim APRLBETL oy B 40

Itz ?}Zg cuk By

(CIPYER >\e1 S A S S T AR
Wb e Y 3,

e TR LT :%‘b ™Nhr v
O R S FDTTNE S

ié'i Y R 33,

[Comments & Questions]) [Comments & Questio
(From: ) (From:




AR: How Junior High School Students Improve their
Speaking and Writing Skills in English through
Focus-on-Form Instruction

Teaching Context:

»Level: Junior high school (1st year students)
»Class size: 6 students

»Time: 60 minutes, 1/week

® FFI
® Communication strategies
® [earner autonomy



AR results:
Speaking skills

1st Speaking Test: 1minute (July 2022)

[0.00.00]¢

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
0%
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Rika (..) hi Sho [0.02.00]¢

Sho hi, Rika (.) how are you [0.05.00]¢

Rika I'm good and you? [0.07.00]¢

Sho I'm fine [0.08.00]¢

Rika (..) what club are you in [0.11.00]«

Sho (..) I'm (.) I'm on the track and field team [0.17.00]¢
Rika [Ehat's great (.) when do you practice? [0.21.00]¢
Sho I practice (..) five days a week [0.25.00]¢

Rika ©oh I see [0.26.00]¢

Sho how about you? what (..) what club are you in? [0.31.00]¢
Rika I'm in the brass band [0.33.00]¢

sho That®s niee. when do you practice? [0.36.00]¢

Rika I practice five days a week [0.40.00]¢

Sho me too (.) what subject do you like [0.44.00]¢
Rika I like technology and home economics [0.47.00]¢
Sho gh (.) T See how do you come to school [0.53.00]¢
Rika I come to school (.) by bike [0.57.00]¢

Sho AT see [1.00.00]¢

Rika (.) what subject do you like [1.07.00]¢

Sho (..) I like history [1.10.00]¢

Rika [Ehat®s nice (.) nice talking with you [1.12.00]¢
Sho you too [1.13.00] L

.




3rd Speaking Test: 2minutes (February 2023)

[0.00.00]
22 Ken I went there with my family [1.08.00]
01 Ken Hi, Remina [0.01.00]
23 Rika PHFEEHJFOEEESTIIYE T)S6e (.) what did you do there [1.16.00]
02 Rika Hi, Ken how are you [0.02.00]
24 Ken I (..) went (.) to Tojimbo and I ate kaisendon. [1.25.00]
03 Ken I'm okay and you [0.03.00]
25 Rika [FHAEASIGEEat (.) did you enjoy the trip? [1.29.00]
04 Rika I’m good [0.04.00]
26 Ken yes I did [1.31.00]
05 Ken (..) what did you go? #&{a, oh} (.) let’s talk about last year’s
27 Rika oh (...) did you eat local food? [1.39.00]
06 trip [0.11.00]
28 Ken yes I did [1.40.00]
07 Rika Okay [0.12.00]
29 Rika (..) EI8€€ [1.41.00]
08 Ken where did you go [0.16.00]
30 Ken (..) by the way what do you (..) which do you like season?
09 Rika well (.) I went to Ishikawa last year [0.21.00]
31 [1.51.00]
10 ken  GHIVOUINSHENESNISHIRERSY ERSEYSNNEE (.)who did you go there
32 Rika well(..) I like (.) spring [1.53.00]
11 [0.26.00])
33 ken FHINCUNISKENSPRNG EREENSIAEEE (..) why (1.59.00)
12 Rika I went there with my family [0.28.00]
34 Rika I like (..) Sakura [2.04.00]
35 ken CHINCENERSNSSRNES ERSEMSIAEEE (2.07.00)
14 (..)who(..) what did you do there [0.41.00]
36 Rika how about you (.) which do you like season? [2.11.00]
15 Rika I went to Ayatoribashi and I went to usagino-sato [0.47.00]
37 Ken I like (..) summer [2.16.00]
16 Ken [Sounds()SSURdSIEERY (..) did you enjoy the trip? [0.53.00]
38 Rika CHIVOUNIERSISHRREY (.) why [2.19.00]
17 Rika yes I did (.) how about you. where did you go wi-(..) go.
39 Ken I ate (.) shaved ice [2.24.00]
18 [0.57.00])
40 Rika EHEEMSIREGE (2.25.00]
19 Ken (.) I went to Fukui [0.59.00]
X . X 41 Ken nice talking with you [2.26.00]
20 Rika EIFOHINSHENESRENKEY ERSENSIRNEE(.) who did you go with
42 Rika you too [2.27.00])

21 [1.05.00]




AR results : Writing skills

Sample fun essay writings: My Hero (November 2022

= I Fun Essay: My Hero —Z |

e: 37.4 words
Lowest: 35
Highest: 52




Sample fun essay writings:
My Last Year’s Trip ( February 2023)

Average: 7.6 words
Lowest: 82
Highest: 97
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