Final Action Research Report
Noriko Okuda

1. Title: Making the class as communicative as possible. +include ESD

(education for sustainable development) point of view.

2. Context: Subject: Cross-cultural understanding
Time: 50 minutes (3 lessons a week)
Textbook: THE WORLD HERITAGE (SANYUSHA)
Level: Third year students of senior high school
Class size: 22 students (4 boys and 18 girls)

Problems: - Students were not using enough communicative English in class.
+ The textbook and the workbook are not designed for communicative class.
+ Lack of my knowledge of content and experience.
Students were not used to speaking English with others in class. They have not
had enough opportunities to communicate with others in English in other classes.
Students had 9 English classes besides the cross-cultural understanding, so this
class should be focused on the content. However I did not have enough teaching

experience on a content based class.

3. Goal: + to enable students to communicate with others in English
+ to meet the growing need for the sustainable society
It is important for students not only to read about each world heritage site,
but also to discuss the problems or issues each site is facing with. In order to
achieve this final goal, students need to understand the textbook, recognize

the issue, and acquire communication skills.

4. What I did:
+ Presentation of the criteria to clear the goal
+ Variety of activities to make the class as communicative as possible
(ex.) picture descriptions, brain storming, vocabulary games, question
making, writing, writing, timed conversation, group discussion, etc.
+ More allotment of time to “timed conversation”
+ Introduction of conversation strategies
Tried to connect examples with the textbook topic
+ Speaking test
Pair conversation test: July, September, & December (1-4min.)

Group discussion: February (5min.)



- Writing tasks after each lesson

+ Peer- editing ( only once )

+ Research: questionnaires and recordings

5. Results:
What happened:

— Most students spoke more English in class.

— Basically students liked activities that involve interaction.

— Students lost interests by working on the same kind of issues repeatedly.

— Students made positive comments on speaking test.

Recording equipments made students nervous.

N
— Students wanted to improve their fluency.
N

Peer-edit was hard since some students didn’t want to write at home.

—Students didn’t write in a proper form. No paragraph, no indent, no title etc.

In November, some students complained that they wanted to focus on the

preparation of the university entrance examinations.

homework.

They did not like having

In February, students chose activities that they strongly felt good and useful.

Results of questionnaires:

Ranking of the good activities
students chose in February:

1st.
2nd,
2nd,
4th,
5th,
6th.

Group discussion

Timed conversation
Conversation strategies
Summary

Speaking test

Watching DVD about the world

heritage sites.

activity May November
) ) 71.8%(interesting) 67.3%
brain-storming
64.6%(useful) 61.8%
70% 65.5%
vocabulary sheet
80% 79.1%
vocab. Guessing 78.2% 73.6%
game 76.3% 71.8%
timed 76.4% 72.7%
conversation 81.8% 77.3%
reading / 65.5% 60.9%
shadowing 82.7% 70.9%
56.4% 54.6%
summary
78.2% 69.1%




Results of questionnaire about the class:
1. How much English do you use in this class?
Average  54.1 %( May) —57.7% (Nov.) —61.0 %( Feb.)
cf. Other English classes: average 21.5%

2. Compare with before, do you use more English in class?

Yes, very much. 3 (May) > 2(Nov.) — 5 (Feb.)
Yes 15 — 17 — 13

The same 4 — 3 - 3

A little reduced 0 — 0 - 0
reduced 0 - 0 — 0

3. Do you like this class?

Yes, very much. 2 May) — 2 (Nov.) — 2 (Feb.)
Yes 14 — 8 — 10
So-so 4 - 9 - 8

Not so much 1 - 2 - 1

Not at all 0 - 0 - 0

The result of the students’ Self-evaluation is as follows:
Question: What do you want to improve?

Answers: I want to make myself understood in English.
I want to understand what my partner says.
I want to speak more fluently.
I want to use more vocabulary.
I want to keep the conversation going.

I want to have more eye contacts.
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Question: What do you think of the speaking test?
Answers: It was difficult.

It was difficult at first, but it was interesting.
1 got so nervous. My partner helped me a Iot.
I was very happy when I understood what my partner said.
1 was very happy when I could make myself understood.
1 could not say everything I wanted
I want to try it again. I could see my problems.
I was glad that I could continue talking.
Speaking Test A8 « = A~ ]|
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Question: Which conversation strategy was most difficult for you?
Showing interest, getting time to think, shadowing, follow-up quesitons
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6. What I learned:
It is very important to show the clear goal and criteria of the class.
It is necessary to conduct the lessons systematically or methodically for the
better learning.
I need to give a clear instruction especially when I introduce a new activity.
Most of the communicative activities involve a lot of interaction with each other.
I need to create tasks for students to have mutual help to each other. That also
makes a great learning environment in the classroom.
It is necessary for me to make good questions/topics for the conversation.
Usually the textbook topics are too general and difficult to talk about, so in order
to make the conversation meaningful for their deep learning, it is quite
important to make the topics personalized. When the topics were personalized,
the conversations became more active, it means amount of the English spoken
by students increase, and therefore it is beneficial to them. I learned teachers
need to provide more learner-centered situations.
I also learned it is difficult to have third graders keep motivated throughout a
year. They wanted to improve their communicative competence, and they

understood how important to work on for the sustainable society. However




after the summer, they wanted to spend more time studying for the entrance
examinations, so they were not willing to have homework, which usually
required them to think and write about their opinions. During the time for the
entrance examinations, students seemed being so nervous. Most of them didn’t
need to speak or write English at the exams. However, at the end of the year,
they had good comments on this class. Teachers should not give up even some
students sometimes complain.
Comments at the end of the year:

1 enjoyed using English.

I enjoyed discussing or playing games in a small group.

We usually didn’t have chance to communicate in English. This class was different.
I could learn what we should know as Japanese.

We need to experience for the true cross cultural understanding.

I would like to keep learning form now on.

This class was useful and helpful for my life.
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Some students felt this class was meaningful and useful for the future, and those
comments showed ESD was practiced in this class.




Speaking test is essential. I learned that speaking tests helped students to
motivate to speak English. As students enjoyed talking with each other in
English, it is quite obvious that it is interesting for everyone to have interaction
to deepen mutual understand.

It was hard to use recording after the test, so I stopped using video, then

students said they wanted.

Future 1ssues:
- careful selection of communicative activities
+ create tasks which require interaction with each other
- effective feedback after the activities, especially after speaking test & essay
writing
+ personalization of the general topics

+ consider and deal with ESD from many different angles



Lesson plan
Noriko Okuda
Level: Third year students of senior high school
Class size: 22 students ( 4 boys and 18 girls)
Time: 50 minutes ( 3 lessons a week )
Subject: Cross-cultural Understanding
Textbook: THE WORLD HERITAGE (SANYUSHA)

Goal: Have students be able to understand and discuss the problems in Cambodia

AR A

and think what we can do.
7. Objectives:
(1) To learn about beauty of the Angkor Wat and its historical background
(2) To learn and use new words, expressions and grammar items.
(3) To exchange ideas about the problems Cambodia is facing; land mines, war, flood, etc.
8. Allotment:
(1) Day one: Pre-reading activities.
(2) Day two: Pre-reading activities. ( This class )
(3) Day three: While-reading activities.
(4) Day four: While-reading activities & Post-reading activities.
(5) Day five: Post-reading activities.
9. Aims of this period:
To learn how to show you understand what your partner said.
To learn the meaning of the new vocabulary and be familiar with using them.
To exchange ideas after watching DVD.
10. Procedure: Day two: Pre-reading activities. ( This class )
a. Small talk ( 3 min.)
b. Conversation strategies 9 (10 min.)
(1) Asking for an explanation
(2)Beginning an explanation
(3)Seeing if your partner understands
(4)Showing you understand
c. Vocabulary input (15 min.)
(1) vocabulary sheet
d. Vocabulary task (5 min.)
(1) word -guessing game
e. DVD(about Angkor Wat) (5 min.)
f Timed conversation (8 min.)
(1) Talk about the DVD
(2) Do you want to visit Cambodia? Why or why not?

g presentation (4 min.)



Vocab.Sheet for ANGKOR WAT

*Werite the matching words from the bottom next to the definitions provided.

1 the part of a plant or tree that grows under the ground and gets water from the soil

2 an Ttalian painter, SCULPTOR, and ARCHITECT (=someone who designs buildings) of the
RENAISSANCE period.

3 a bomb hidden in the ground that explodes when someone walks or drives over it

4 awork of art, a piece of writing or music etc that is of very high quality or that is the
best that a particular artist, writer etc has produced

5 the part of a building that is left after the rest has been destroyed

6 set of ancient myths

7 to make it possible for someone to do something

8 something difficult or worrying that you are responsible for

9 participate

10 having the real or original meaning of a word or phrase

11 as many as

12 grow and develop in a successful way, especially by becoming rich or making a large
profit

13 to leave someone, especially someone you are responsible for.  To go away

14 to mention or speak about someone or something

15 anyone who is not a member of the military forces or the police

16 to show that someone is respected and admired

17 to throw objects over an area so that they land apart from each other

18 to supply land or crops with water (noun)

19 the crime of stealing money or things from a bank, shop etc, especially using violence

no less than  ruins enable~to..  burden abandon roots take part in ~ masterpiece

literally Michelangelo honor( honour) mythology scatter irrigation/ irrigate

prosper robbery land mine refer to civilian
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L.11~ The annual migration from Serengeti into Kenya of over 1.5 million gnus and hundreds of thousands of zebras and
gazelles usually starts at the end of the wet season in May.
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L.3  Some by instinct head for Lake Victoria in the north, where there is permanent water.
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L12  The 175 million-year-old skulls of our earliest known ancestors were found there.
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L.23 It is our responsibility fo pass on the beauty of nature and wildlife fo future generations through international
cooperation as well as individual environmentally-friendly activities.
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Conversation  Strategies

Speakin
P g Timed conversation

brain-storming

vocabulary

—readi
pre-reacing vocabulary key words game

vocabulary guessing game

workbook

while-reading key points/sentences

repeating/ shadowing/ read and look up

Writing

post-reading summary

speaking test
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Thank you!




